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SEPA Flood Warning Area Dataset 

 

1. Release Details 

The SEPA Flood Warning Area dataset was updated in September 2023. This dataset became 

available for use under Open Government Licence in April 2024 

2. Dataset Description 

Flood Warning Areas 

Flood Warning Areas are areas where SEPA operates a formal flood warning scheme with the 

available technology to issue targeted Flood Warning messages for properties located in this 

area. The boundaries of these areas have been set to include any properties which may be 

impacted by the effects of river or coastal flooding. This impact could be that access routes are 

cut off or dangerous flood waters may be present. The inclusion of any property within a flood 

warning area does not specifically imply that the individual property is at risk of flooding, but 

helps to identify the area at risk. 

Multiple data sources are used to inform the creation of flood warning  areas. They are not 

generated purely on flood risk and the relating hazard extents and therefore may differ from 

SEPA’s flood hazard maps. Some amendments to the flood extents are required to be made to 

include properties indirectly impacted by the effects of river or coastal flooding. This may include 

where access routes, key infrastructure or neighboring properties are impacted. It is inappropriate 

to use SEPA flood warning areas to assess flood risk. 
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Flood Alert Areas 

Areas that receive Flood Alerts from SEPA. Scotland has been split into regional areas loosely 

following local authority and catchment area boundaries. 

Multiple data sources are use to inform the creation of flood alert areas. They are not generated 

based on flood risk. It is inappropriate to use SEPA flood alert areas to assess flood risk. 

3. Related datasets 

Other datasets available that can be used to better understand Scotland’s flood risk include: 

• River Flood Maps 

• Coastal Flood Maps 

• Surface Water Flood Maps 

4. Data Attribution 

Any use of this product must fully acknowledge the sources of the data. The following data 

attribution statements must be used: 

©SEPA 2024; this SEPA product is licenced under the Open Government Licence 3.0  

An attribution statement should be clearly visible where data from SEPA has been included in 

your work/product.  

5. Data Usage Precautionary Note 

The data provided within the SEPA Flood Warning Area dataset reflects the information that we 

hold within our databases. Whilst we aim to avoid quality problems and provide datasets without 

errors, they may still exist. If issues are experienced whilst using the dataset, users are 

requested to report these to us so that they can be logged for consideration within a future 

version of the dataset. 

  

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
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6. Dataset Content 

The metadata fields which can be found within the Flood Warning Area dataset are described 

below in the detailed dataset schema 

Field Name Description Data Type 
Field 

Length 
Guidance 

Id Flood Warning Area ID Integer  10 Automatically generated 

TA_Name 
Flood Warning Area 

Name 
String 250 

The name of the flood 

warning area 

Respons_Ar 
SEPA flood warning 

rota response area. 
String 25 

The initials of the rota of 

SEPA that handles this 

area operationally, NW, 

NE, SE, SW, FFH 

Scheme 
Flood Warning 

Scheme name. 
String 50 

The name of the flood 

warning scheme 

(catchment/s or area of 

coastline) within which 

the FWA sits. 

LOCAL_AUT

H 
Local Authority Name String 50 

The name of the local 

authority area in which 

the FWA is located. 

MAP_ID 
Flood Warning Area 

Map ID. 
Integer  10 

The flood warning area 

map ID.  Unique value to 

each FWA 

ALERT_AR_

1 
Alert Area code Integer  10 

The 5 digit Alert Area 

code within which the 

FWA is located. Starting 

with 100XX where XX is 

the unique 2 numbers for 

each alert area. 
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Field Name Description Data Type 
Field 

Length 
Guidance 

AlertArea 
Flood Alert Area 

Name. 
String 50 

The name of the flood 

alert area in which the 

flood warning area is 

located. 

Source_of Flooding Source String 50 

Reflects the main source 

of flooding within a FWA 

that SEPA is warning for. 

Fluvial, Coastal or 

Fluvial/Coastal 

Area 
Area of the Flood 

Warning Area 
Real 12 

The area of the Flood 

Warning Area in km2. 

X X co-ordinate Real  12 
X co-ordinate of the 

centroid. 

Y Y co-ordinate Real  12 
Y co-ordinate of the 

centroid. 

OBJECT_ID 
Flood Warning Area 

Object ID 
Integer 10 

The Object ID Assigned 

to each FWA. 

QuickDial 
The Flood Warning 

Area Quick Dial Code. 
Integer 254 

The Floodline Quick Dial 

code. The first 3 

numbers refer to the 

alert area, the last 2 to 

the unique FWA. 

Shape_Leng 
Flood Warning Area 

perimeter 
Real 18 

Perimeter of the FWA in 

m. 

Shape_Area 
The Flood Warning 

Area area. 
Real 18 Area of the FWA in m2. 

Table 1: Description of Flood Warning Area metadata fields 

.  
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Field Name Description Data Type 
Field 

Length 
Guidance 

Fid Feature ID Integer  10 Automatically generated 

ID Alert Area code Integer  10 

The 5 digit Alert Area 

code within which the 

FWA is located. Starting 

with 100XX where XX is 

the unique 2 numbers for 

each alert area. 

Name 
Flood Alert Area 

Name. 
String 50 

The name of the flood 

alert area in which the 

flood warning area is 

located. 

QuickDial 
The Flood Alert Area 

Quick Dial Code. 
Integer 254 

The Floodline Quick Dial 

code. The first 3 

numbers refer to the 

alert area, the last 2 to 

the unique FWA. 

Shape_Leng 
Flood Warning Area 

perimeter 
Real 18 

Perimeter of the FWA in 

m. 

Shape_Area 
The Flood Warning 

Area area. 
Real 18 Area of the FWA in m2. 

Table 2: Description of Flood Alert Area metadata fields 
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For information on accessing this document in an alternative format or language, please contact 

SEPA by emailing equalities@sepa.org.uk 

If you are a user of British Sign Language (BSL), the Contact Scotland BSL service gives you 

access to an online interpreter, enabling you to communicate with us using sign language. 

contactscotland-bsl.org 

mailto:equalities@sepa.org.uk
http://contactscotland-bsl.org/

